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The Kindergarten Emerging Literacy Survey 
Testing Practices and Teacher Directions 

Testing Environment 
The Survey is designed to be administered to one child at a time; the Sentence Dictation task, however, can be 
administered to small groups of children.  
 
 The tasks do not need to be administered in one sitting and the order of tasks may be adjusted. 
 
Demonstration/Practice Items 
Most sections of the survey begin with three items that are not scored but are included as Demonstration or Practice 
Items in order to familiarize a child with the activity to be performed. All Demonstration or Practice Items should be 
used regardless of a child's success with them.  If a child is successful, move through the items. If a child fails to 
respond or responds incorrectly, give the correct response or examples of responses as indicated in the directions. 
 
After the three Demonstration or Practice Items have been completed, a child should not be told the correct responses to 
succeeding items. Praise and encouragement may be offered from time to time. ("Good job." "You really are working hard 
at this.") Avoid giving feedback as to whether responses are correct or not. If you indicate some responses are correct, 
many children will infer that all other responses are incorrect. 
 
Directions 
Directions should be followed, as given, if the results of the Survey are to be shared with other teachers or professionals. 
Misinterpretations of the results can occur if a child is given an unusual amount of instruction and support-either more or 
less than indicated in Directions 
 
Recording and Scoring 
All responses should be recorded immediately. For most areas a check mark can be used to indicate a correct response. 
Incorrect responses can be recorded, as the nature of the error can sometimes be informative. 
 
For most of the tasks on the Survey, the score is simply the number of correct items. More detailed scoring directions and 
scoring examples are given for the Sentence Dictation task. 
 
Discontinuing Testing 
In order to avoid children's frustration, you may decide to discontinue testing.   In all situations where an assessment 
task has been discontinued or omitted, a score of zero must be entered for each section.  Below are guidelines for 
omitting or discontinuing assessment tasks: 
 

Task #1: Phonemic Awareness 
If a child has difficulty with the first three items, discontinue section and move on to the next Phonemic Awareness 
task. 
 
Task #2: Concepts of Print 
If a child has difficulty with the first three items, the Print Concepts task may be discontinued. 
 
Task #3: Letters and Sounds 
If a child fails to recognize any of the first ten capital letters, the Letter Naming task may be discontinued. Young 
children who cannot name capital letters are seldom able to name lower case letters. Continue on to the Sounds. 
Discontinue after five consecutive incorrect consonant sound responses, failure to respond, or a combination of both. 
 
Task #4: Sight Word Recognition 
Omit the Sight Word Recognition Test for children who discontinued the Letter Name or Letter Sound task.  
Discontinue after five consecutive incorrect responses, failure to respond, or a combination of both. 
 
Task #5: Sentence Dictation 
The Sentence Dictation section may be omitted if children identify fewer than five words on the Word Recognition test. 
 
Task #6: Passage Reading (Winter & Spring only) 
The Passage Reading may be omitted if children identify fewer than five words on the Word Recognition test.  If the 
child misses several words per page so that the meaning of the text is lost, discontinue testing after three pages.  



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  4 | P a g e  
Testing Practices and Teacher Directions 

Section 1: Phonemic Awareness 
Rhyming, Segmenting and Blending (from the PA Profile) 
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Section 2: Concepts of Print 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

** Additional Information regarding the scoring of item 7**  

To score the “tracking of print in Item 7 as correct, there should be 

clear evidence from the behavior of the child that he/she 

understands that each spoken word is represented by a printed 

word.  The item should be scored as correct if the child points 

correctly, but somehow skips or falls behind in one of the words. 
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Section 3: Letters and Sounds 

 

  

Directions (Use the letter handouts provided.  Do not 

provide any help with these items or tell the child if answers 

are wrong or right.) 

Note: You may point to the letter or use index cards or an index card with 

a “Window” cut in it to show one letter at a time.  Move left to right across 

the rows of letters. 

 

Assessment Items 

1. I’d like you to tell me the names of these letters.  

What letter is this? (Uppercase) 

 

2. Now I’d like you to tell me the names of these letters.  

What letter is this? (Lowercase) 

 

3. I’m going to show you some letters.  I want you to tell 

me what sound each letter makes.  (When assessing 

the long and short vowels, prompt students with “do 

you know the other sound that letter makes?”) 
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Section 4: Sight Word Recognition (**PowerPoint provided) 

Directions (Use the sight word PowerPoint provided to ensure consistent timing.  Do not provide any help 

with these items or tell the child if answers are wrong or right.) 

Try to read these words for me.  As the words appear on our screen, tell me what word you think it is. 

 

Section 5: Sentence Dictation (**provide white unlined paper) 

Directions (Use white unlined paper.) 
 
I want you to try to write a sentence for me.  I will tell you the sentence and then repeat one word at a 
time.  If you are not sure about how to write a word, write any letters that you know for the sounds you 
hear in the word. Try to write this sentence. (Say the complete sentence and then say each of the words of 
the sentence slowly but do not artificially stretch out the pronunciation of individual words.) 
 
1.  The cat is on Jill's bed. 
Note: If needed, the following prompt may be used up to two times per sentence. “Think about the sounds in the 
word_____. Write the letters for any sounds you hear." 
 
2.  Pam can't find her sock. 
Note: Use the second sentence for all children unless a child fails to write any correct letters for sentence one. 
 
3.  My sister and her best friend went to lunch today. 
Note: Use the third sentence only for children who can represent most of the sounds in sentence one and two. 
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Section 6: Reading Passage (winter & spring only) 

 
 
 

 
  
 

 

Directions (Provide the child a copy of the “Pigs” book.  For 

yourself, use the Recording Form provided in each student 

assessment packet.) Introduce the task as follows. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  9 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 

Student 

Blackline 

Masters 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  10 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  11 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  12 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  13 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  14 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

(Page intentionally left blank for 2-sided printing) 
  



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  15 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  16 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  17 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  18 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 

 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  19 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  20 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 

 

 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  21 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Des Moines Public Schools 2013-2014 Emerging Literacy Survey                                                  22 | P a g e  
Student Blackline Masters 

 

 

 

 


